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Overview of Gwynt y Môr 

Introduction 

> One of the largest offshore wind farms 

currently in construction in Europe. 

> Capacity of 576 MW – approx. equivalent  

to the energy needs of 400,000 homes. 

> Located approx. 8 miles (13km) off the  

North Wales coast in Liverpool Bay. 

> Water depth: Between 12 and 28 metres  

at LAT. 

> Shared €2bn investment between  

RWE Innogy, Stadtwerke München GmbH 

(Munich Municipal Utility) and Siemens. 

> Granted consent by DECC in  

December 2008. 

 

 

 

Graphic Location 
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Gwynt y Môr comprises  

First turbine installation 

> 160 x 3.6 MW Siemens turbines. 

> Two offshore substations. 

> Inter-array cabling. 

> Subsea export cables. 

> Onshore underground cables. 

> New 400kV/132kV onshore substation. 

> Installation ports at Birkenhead  

and Port of Mostyn. 

> Operations and Maintenance base  

at Port of Mostyn. 
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Construction timetable  

− Gwynt y Môr Offshore Wind Farm  

 

2009 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

NOV 2009 

Enabling works for 

onshore substation at 

St Asaph began. 

MAY 2010 

Construction of 

400kV sub-station 

started in May 2010. 

END 2010 

Installation of 

underground cabling 

is underway. 

BEGINNING 2012 

Offshore construction 

programme starts 

2012.  

SUMMER 2012 

First turbine 

foundation installed, 

first offshore 

substation installed 

and first export cable 

laid to beach landing. 

APRIL 2013 

The 160 turbines  

will be erected 

sequentially starting 

in April 2013, the first 

becoming operational 

later in 2013... 

2014 

…and all turbines will 

become operational 

in 2014. 
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Encouragement of UK supply chain 

> Regular supply chain events held informing 
local business community of opportunities 

> The Gwynt y Môr event in Llandudno in 
January 2011 resulted in a number of 
companies being awarded contracts Eg: 

– Hughes Sub surface Engineering 

– Alun Griffiths 

– Cammell Laird 

> An expectation for tier 1 and tier 2 
companies to use local contractors 

– DRB Group in Deeside, North Wales 
were a supplier to Granada Materials 
Handling 

 

 

 

Gwynt y Môr Supply Chain Event, Llandudno 



PAGE 6 

Encouragement of UK supply chain 

> New partnerships built between 

Governments, local authorities and 

business groups 

> Attendance at trade shows like this 

> The industry needs to work 

together to learn and share best 

practice  

> Monitoring of UK content in 

existing projects… 
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2013 Research into Economic and 

Employment Impact 

> Regeneris Consulting was appointed to analyse the economic and 
employment impacts of the Gwynt y Môr Offshore Wind Farm through its 
construction spending of around £2bn.  This work has included: 

– Desk based assessment of contracts awarded to supply chain 
companies and of employees working from the construction port sites 

– Consultation with RWE construction and operations managers 

– Consultation with 11 key supply chain companies to better understand 
employment and lower supply chain impacts of the awarded contracts 

– Modelling of supply chain impacts 

– Mapping of UK-based contracts awarded and the origin of on-site 
employees. 
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Contract awards 

> Over 90% of contracts let for the Gwynt y Môr construction have been 
won by UK based companies  

> Total value of the construction contracts secured by UK companies and 
employees is around 17.5%  

Source: Regeneris Consulting  
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Mapping of Gwynt y Môr 

Contracts across the UK 

 
> Circa. £350m spent in UK 

> Approx. 17.5% 

> Spread across the UK 

Source: Regeneris Consulting  
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North West
910 employees
25% of total

Wales
350 employees
10% of total

UK Total
2,515 employees
69% of total

Outside the UK 
1,110 employees
31% of total

UK jobs by region 

> Circa. 3,600 employees on 

the project so far 

> Circa, 2,500 from the UK 

> 69% of employees from the 

UK 

> Spread across the UK 

Source: Regeneris Consulting  
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Key Findings 

> UK supply chain is responding to the opportunity presented by 

offshore wind with 90% of contracts 

> UK employees filling most of the jobs on the project with nearly 

70% helping to create a highly skilled workforce for the industry 

> Major component manufacture still missing and without this UK 

supply chain will not break the 20% ceiling 
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Thank you… any questions? 

> Toby Edmonds 

Project Director 

Gwynt y Môr Offshore Wind Farm  


